THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
flame, it was also  the  herald of a new era in writing poetry
Three of them may be dealt with here; two because they died during the War, the third and best because he has, apparently, ceased to write, to the regret of all lovers of poetry Ralph Hodgson's slim volumes, however, make up in quality what they lack in bulk He is, one feels, a poet of complete integrity, who would only write when he had something he urgently wished to say, and who takes care to say it in the best possible way His "Song of Honour", a hymn of praise, may be too reminiscent of Smart's "Song to David59, but "The Bull" is a rock-like piece of woik conveying tragic acceptance others of his poems express a deep hutnam-tanamsm Rupert Brooke is the darling of adolescents and of anthologists, and it is only fair to say that he deserves to be What he did he did extremely well His verse, really, is light verse, there is no profundity of emotion, little complexity of experience, but there is a certain curious wonder It is very melodious, and goes with a run, it is easy, pleasant and, at first, refreshing Brooke really sang, and sang with a clearer, more tuneful note than any of his contemporaries Flecker exhibits all the faults of the Georgian chorus, and few of the virtues Hassan^ in part redeemed by a fine nostalgic song, is a piece of horrible romanticism and sham orientalism His verse is ill-designed, soft, and meretricious, and consists largely of vapid rhetonc, but he had a certain tunefulness, that tunefulness which the Georgian poets did much to restore x
Ephemeral, but important in its results, was the school of Imagistes, of which the chief ornaments were H D , Richard Aldington, and F S Flint To them should be added Ezra Pound, who at this stage at least can be considered an English poet Their name expresses their object, encouraged by Hulme, which was to gain their effect not by suggesting thoughts, or expressing emotions, but by showing things They were, especially Flint, exponents of free verse, but
aMany consider this view too harsh, even unjust, they can point to his highly competent adaptation of Persian metres No one can claim to be a "perfect witness'*, and the reader must decide for himself*
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